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Ms.Kotz,who served as maid of
honor for her older sister,Lorin Kotz
Kline.Nuptials took place at The
Oaks on Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

Like others, the sisters share deep
bonds.Both graduated from 
McDonogh School.Both love the
outdoors.They lived in Aspen,Colo.,
together. “We’ve been best friends
for as long as I can remember,” says
Ms.Kotz.“We call each other once a
day.She makes me laugh.She’s my
go-to person.She’s my role model.”

Ms.Kotz works for the family
business Celebrations Unlimited,an
Owings Mills-based event planning
company.Consequently,Ms.Kotz
played a dual role for her sister’s 
wedding.Not only the maid of 
honor, she worked the wedding as
production coordinator, too.

“It was hard to take off one hat
from the other, but the only time it
was overwhelming was the day of
the wedding,” admits Ms.Kotz.“We
were doing hair and makeup,but I
wanted to be a part of everything
being put up.”

Still,Ms.Kotz had done her share
— and then some.“This wedding
took about a year of planning,” she
says.“I did so much. I went cake 
tasting. I helped pick out invitations,
flowers and linens. I was a guinea pig
for what dresses the bridesmaids
would wear. I sat with my sister when
she opened shower gifts and wrote
down who gave what. I organized a
bachelorette party weekend in
Bethany Beach.My company built
the chuppah.”Still, she admits,“the
most daunting role was speaking at
the wedding.”

Ms.Kotz sums up her experience.
“It was exciting for me to watch my
sister have this special time.The 
golden rule for a maid of honor is
that you are there for the bride.So 
do what she really likes.Keep true to
who that person is. I kept her in
mind.That’s key.And when my 
wedding day comes, I know I can
count on my sister to do the same
thing for me.” nn

Best Man Indeed from page 27

Kim Trompeter 
Special to the Jewish Times

W hen it comes to trends in weddings, the phrase “more is more” is in vogue.Tying the knot in an exotic location,embellished 
mermaid gowns and eco-friendly weddings are what today’s brides seek.With the help of numerous bridal magazines and Web 
sites, local dress shops and Baltimore’s finest wedding coordinators,we’ve come up with a list of the three hottest trends in weddings.

Wedding Trends
Glamorous gowns are in, but so are nearby honeymoons and ‘green’ ceremonies.
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BETH EL CONGREGATION

Mark G. Loeb, Senior Rabbi • Steven P. Schwartz, Associate Rabbi • Dana Saroken, Assistant Rabbi • Thom King, Cantor
Gilbert Kleiner, FSA, Executive Director • Eyal Bor, PhD., Director of Education

Park Heights Avenue at the Beltway (I-695) • 410-484-0411 • Visit our website: www.bethelbalto.com

• Shabbat, holiday and daily services in the morning and evening.
• Beautiful facilities for every life-cycle event.
• Dedicated and caring clergy and professional staff.
• Unique and innovative services such as Jazz Shabbat, Island Shabbat,

Sushi in the Sukkah and more.
• Award-winning adult Jewish education classes, programs and trips.
• Nationally recognized school programs such as full-day day care, the Pauline

Mash School for Early Childhood Education and the Berman-Lipavsky
Religious School, including Gesher L’Tikvah (Bridge to Hope), a collaborative
program with The Jemicy School.

• Social networks and programs for every age and demographic, such as the
Rock of Ages Christmas Eve party and Parsha & Pizza from BEYOM (Beth El
Young Members), Ravens games and poker nights from Brotherhood, Spa
Days and Chanukah-Palooza from Sisterhood Too, Unique Boutique from
Sisterhood and monthly dinner entertainment from Seniors.

Beth El – This is your synagogue.

For more information, please contact our Outreach Office at (410) 484-0411
or micah@bethelbalto.com or visit us online at www.bethelbalto.com.
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Move over Jennifer Lopez! Brides are
embracing the figure-hugging mermaid-
style gowns popping up on the runway.
Fashion designers like Carolina Herrera,
Oscar de la Renta, Elizabeth Fillmore
and Ines Di Santo designed several ver-
sions of the mermaid style, in addition to
introducing lots of silk, taffeta, lace and
embellished details in their collections this
season. theknot.com labeled the style
“The Feminist Movement”because they
“highlight the feminine form”and “pay 
attention to a more structured shape.”

Local bridal shops are carrying the
style and area brides love it. Joy Singer of
Betsy Robinson’s Bridal Collection on
Reisterstown Road says that several
brides have come to the shop request-
ing the style.“Many of our brides have

been asking for a fit-and-flare skirt or a
modified A-line dress that fits closer to
their body,” says Ms. Singer. She adds,

“Lately they’ve been looking for 
strapless gowns in lighter fabrics such as
chiffon, silk and taffeta with lots of lace,”

making the catchphrase “more is more”
a glamorous theme of the season.

Mary Gamberdella, owner of
Gamberdella Bridal Salon in Towson,
agrees that fit-and-flare gowns are in.
According to Ms.Gamberdella,“The
girls are choosing dresses that are light-
weight, soft and fitted in either ivory or
white this year.”

As for bridesmaids gowns,Ms.
Gamberdella notes that today’s brides
are choosing comfort over style for
their bridesmaids.“Brides are picking out
dresses that are much shorter, comfort-
able, and have versatility; dresses that
they can have altered and worn more
than once,” she states. Popular colors for
bridesmaids dresses include chocolates,
pinks, peaches and greens.

While Fiji,Bermuda,Mexico, Jamaica
and other exotic locations have always
been popular spots to tie the knot,
brides this year are choosing destina-
tions much closer to home.

Wedding coordinator Lisa Nelson
of Elegant Event Planning and De-
sign has found that Baltimore’s brides
and grooms are opting for places like
Northern California,Nantucket,Las
Vegas and Martha’s Vineyard to host
their big day.“I think that they’re just
looking for something different and
non-traditional that suits their tastes,”
says Ms.Nelson.“It’s a getaway for
them that isn’t too far,yet still allows
them to keep their guest list low,”she

adds.An added bonus:by
having the wedding in the
States,neither the bride
and groom,nor their
guests,have to wait in long
lines for a passport.

Ms.Nelson also has
found that home wed-
dings are on the rise.
“Brides and grooms have
always chosen their or
their parents’homes as the setting for
their wedding,” she says.“However,
recently it’s become more popular
because,with a home wedding, they

Mary Gamberdella and Sharon Tamberino
aside the popular fit-and-flare gown.

see Wedding Trends on page 30

Couples are opting for 
destinations closer to home.

“The girls are
choosing dresses 

that are lightweight,
in either ivory or
white this year.”

–– Mary Gamberdella

Destination: America

More Is More
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Wedding Trends from page 29
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PROFESSIONAL
COAT CHECK SERVICE

Let us put the finishing touch on
your Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, 

New Year’s Eve, or any special event

at affordable rates.

COAT CHECK, DOOR ATTENDANTS

REST ROOM ATTENDANT, SALE & RENTAL

OF COAT ROOM SUPPLIES.

Established 1938

L. Dorsey – 443-506-9683
Rosemary Miles – 443-250-8692
Fax 410-785-2520
6215 Everall Ave., Baltimore, MD 21206 
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Something Old, Something New ... 
Something Green?
There’s a new wave of 
environmentally conscious
young adults on the rise.
Their growing concern for the
environment and all things 
organic is causing major
changes to the wedding 
industry, resulting in a new
trend in green weddings.

Stephanie Courtney, of CCI
Creations and a member of
the Peace Corps, coordinated
her own green wedding last
July. Both she and the groom
are what Ms.Courtney call
part of the eco-generation, a
generation that, she says, is aware of the state of our environment.

The summer wedding took place in Annapolis, which was a central loca-
tion for family friends of the couple who reside all over the world.“Everything
was recyclable,” says Ms. Courtney,“right down to the dishes.”They donated all
leftover food to shelters, used locally grown food, and to save paper had their
guest R.S.V.P. on the Internet.

A survey by Conde Nast, completed in 2006, found that 33 percent of the 
couples getting married that year planned to have a green wedding. In turn,
businesses in the industry are producing products that conform to the trend.
They’re selling more biodegradable paper products, soy and LED candles, raw silk
gowns and much more.

For the more extreme green enthusiasts,Web sites like terapass.com are
available to take“carbon footprints”of a projected wedding,which reveal how
much carbon will be emitted from the traveling of guests and the wedding itself.
Couples are also making use of natural light, smaller guest lists and smaller venues to
eliminate use of electricity.nn

don’t have to abide by anyone’s rules
and can tailor the wedding to their
desired taste.”

Then for those happy couples still
choosing to take their destination
overseas,European sites are the hot
spot right now.With the huge hype
over the elegant,well-publicized

celebrity weddings, such as the Italian
nuptials of Katie Holmes and Tom
Cruise, it’s no wonder these destina-
tions are hot.Professional wedding
consultant Fran Aycock of Forrach
Event Planning says,“You can’t beat
Italy for its beauty and charm.”

The centerpiece from Ms. Courtney’s client was 
donated to a homeless shelter in Annapolis.

Kim Trompeter is an editorial designer 
for the BALTIMORE JEWISH TIMES.An award winning publication and a cherished local tradition.

888.809.0085 • jewishtimes.com

Debra Nussbaum Cohen 
JTA Wire Service

C onventional adoption wis-
dom says that it’s nearly im-
possible to find a Jewish

child to adopt.But it’s not.
Two organizations are looking for

Jewish parents ready to open their
homes and hearts to Jewish children.

One is the Denver-based Jewish
Children’s Adoption Network,begun
almost a decade ago by Steven and
Vicky Krausz.

The other is the Cradle of Hope
adoption agency,which specializes in
overseas adoptions.

“Every child, Jewish or not,
has a right to their heritage,” says
Steven Krausz.

The Krausz’s matchmaking 

service, formally known as an 
adoption exchange,places about 
200 children a year.Most — but not
all — are considered “special needs”
because of their age or because they
have medical or emotional difficulties,
or developmental disabilities such as
Down syndrome.

The service gets calls regarding
three or four children each week
from rabbis, social workers, adoption
agencies, attorneys and birth families,
and tries to match each with one of
the more than 1,000 families who
have signed on to their database.

The Krauszes,whom Steve de-
scribes as “black hatters,”or fervently
Orthodox, started the organization af-
ter they struggled to adopt a Jewish

child themselves.
They had had two biological 

children after two very difficult 
pregnancies and many miscarriages,
and wanted to expand their family,
he said.

As Jews,“we had nowhere to go,”
he recalls.The local Jewish family
service organization “wasn’t doing
much,and we couldn’t go to Catholic
or Lutheran social services.The 
county wouldn’t talk to anyone who
wasn’t black or Hispanic.”

Then, through a social worker 
they had met, they heard about a 
4-month-old Jewish girl whose
mother was mentally ill and living 
on the street.

The city said it didn’t care “if the

baby is a Jewish kid,”Krausz says,“but
the baby’s grandparents wanted her
raised by a Jewish family.”So they be-
gan fighting local bureaucracies for
the right to foster-parent, and later
adopt, the baby.

On the day they finalized their
adoption of Elisheva 11 years ago,
they were expecting their third bio-
logical child.

Since then they have adopted two
more Jewish children,aged 4 and 6,
both with Down syndrome.

After gaining custody of Elisheva,
Krausz says,“we started getting calls
from all over the country saying ‘How
did you find a Jewish child?’

“There are people desperate to

Transforming 
A Community
Two agencies seek Jewish parents to adopt children of Jewish heritage

see Adoption on page 32
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